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DRAFT REVISED STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT FOR 
CONSULTATION

EXECUTIVE MEMBER:  Councillor Lena Hogg

LEAD OFFICER: Chris Hoban

REPORT AUTHOR: Charlotte Brown

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To inform members of the changes made in producing the revised Statement of Community 
Involvement to support how the Council engages the community in the Copeland Local Plan 
2013-2028.

RECOMMENDATION

That Members:

1. Approve the Draft Revised Statement of Community Involvement and recommend to 
Full Council that it be made available for a six week public consultation between 18th 
April and 31st May 2016.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is a Local Plan document which sets 
out the standards the Council will seek to achieve meaningful consultation through 
engaging, informing and involving the community, consultees, stakeholders and 
other interested parties in a) the preparation, alteration and review of Copeland’s 
Local Plan and b) the consideration of planning applications. 

1.2 There is a need to revise the original version of the SCI which was adopted in 2008 in 
order to reflect any changes in engaging with the community, including changes in 
national planning policy, and looks at the influence that the Local Plan has on 
planning and the roles played by the Borough Council, County Council and members 
of the community in connection with planning matters.  

1.3 This report is intended to notify Members of the revisions made to the original SCI in 
order to produce the Draft Revised SCI 2016.
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2.0 THE STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 2008

2.1 The original SCI published in 2008 set out the intention of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 to make the preparation of development plans and 
other non-statutory documents quicker and more flexible, with increased community 
involvement.

2.2 One of the key factors of the new planning system at the time was to improve the 
way the local community are involved in the planning system and as such, local 
authorities were required to produce a Statement of Community Involvement setting 
out how and when the Council will involve the community in the:

 Preparation of documents which make up the Local Development Framework/ 
Local Plan;

 Consideration of planning applications.

2.3 The SCI 2008 explained this purpose of the document along with setting out an 
introduction to:

 The new planning system; 
 The Development Plan Document preparation process; 
 The Supplementary Planning Documents process; 
 Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment;
 Who and how the Council will consult;
 How the Council will report back;
 Development Control
 Resources
 How the Council will monitor and review the SCI
 Sources of information and advice for the public on planning matters.

2.4 Following a period of formal public consultation in 2007 the Copeland SCI went 
through an examination by the Planning Inspectorate and was adopted by the 
Council on 22nd January 2008. 

2.5 An addendum to the SCI was produced to reflect changes introduced to the local 
plan making process following the publication of Planning Policy Statement 12 ‘Local 
Spatial Planning’, by Communities and Local Government on 4 June 2008 and the 
accompanying amendments to the 2004 Regulations.

3.0 THE DRAFT REVISED STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 2016

3.1 The Draft Revised SCI remains a key document in the Local Plan suite of documents 
and the Council must adhere to it when producing Local Plan documents such as 
Development Plan Documents (DPDs) or Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs). 
Failure to do so could result in documents being judged as unsound and meaning 
that the Council could not adopt them without further work.
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3.2 Since 2008 there have been changes in legislative requirements for consultation and 
in the way the Council carries out consultation. The procedures for producing and 
consulting on Local Plans have been simplified to take account of:

 increased use of electronic communications;

 the statutory Duty to Co-operate whereby Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) are 
required to engage with other LPAs and designated bodies on strategic matters 
on an ongoing basis;

 further changes in planning legislation.

3.3 The Draft Revised SCI also considers how the Council engages with the community in 
both the Local Plans process as well as the planning application process as, although 
both teams work closely together in both Locals Plans and planning applications 
processes, both areas of planning have slightly different ways in engaging with 
communities.

3.4 To help shape the document the Planning Policy Team has worked with other teams 
of various disciplines within the Council including Communications, Development 
Management and Community and Economic Regeneration.

3.5 The Draft Revised SCI aims to provide further clarification on how the community can 
get involved in Local Plans and Development Management planning matters whilst at 
the same time condensing the size of the document in comparison to the 2008 
publication.

4.0 NEXT STAGES OF FORMALISING THE STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

4.1 Based upon Member agreement the next stages of formalising the Draft Revised SCI 
will be to take the document out to public consultation for a six week period.  This 
will enable members of the public to have a say on the content and approach of the 
SCI.

4.2 It is considered that this public consultation period will most likely take place 
between 18th April and 31st May 2016 to ensure the Easter and summer holidays are 
avoided.

4.3 Representations received as part of the formal consultation period will be taken into 
account and fed into the Draft Revised SCI where it is considered appropriate and 
necessary by the Planning Policy Team.

4.4 Members will have an opportunity to consider a summary of representations made 
and proposed changes later in the year before approving a final revision of the 
Revised SCI 2016 to replace the original 2008 SCI.
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APPENDICES

 Appendix One: Draft Revised Statement of Community Involvement 2016

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS

The following background documents are available to view on the Council’s website 
http://www.copeland.gov.uk/content/statement-community-involvement or from the 
Planning Policy Team.

 Statement of Community Involvement 2008

 Copeland Borough Council Statement of Community Involvement September 2008 
Addendum in response to PPS12: Local Spatial Planning (June 2008)

http://www.copeland.gov.uk/content/statement-community-involvement

